
250 Unit 4: Cognitive Processes

MODULE 13
HIGHER 
ORDER 
THINKING

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
What Is Higher Order Thinking and Why Is It Important?

➊	 Define higher order thinking and explain why it is important in 

the current educational climate.

Critical Thinking

•	 What Is Critical Thinking?

•	 Applications: Fostering Critical Thinking
➋	 Explain what critical thinking means.

➌	 Identify five instructional strategies that can be used to foster 

critical thinking.

Problem Solving

•	 What Is Problem Solving?

•	 Applications: Fostering Problem-Solving Strategies
➍	 Identity the five steps of the IDEAL method, including specific 

problem-solving strategies.

➎	 Identify five strategies that can be used to foster problem-solving 

skills.

Creativity

•	 What Is Creativity?

•	 Applications: Fostering Creativity
➏	 Explain what creativity is.

➐	 Identify five strategies for promoting creativity.

WHAT IS HIGHER ORDER THINKING 
AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

➊	 Define higher order thinking and explain why it is important in the current educational 
climate.

Not all thinking is equal. Some cognitive process are viewed as lower level that require basic 
facts and skills. These can be accomplished by memorization and reproduction of behaviors. 
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